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In the morning, on July 18, the telephone
rang. It was Eleanor. Hearing the sad
news she conveyed to me, I was speechless.
Tears ran down my cheeks. It was difficult
to believe it, as I had received an e-mail
message from Professor Cook less than a
month earlier. His message, responding
to mine telling him my husband, Nobu,
and I would like to visit him and Eleanor
in Toronto, says: “It is very good news that
you plan to visit Toronto this summer. We
expect to be in Toronto most of the summer
after about the middle of July. When your
plans are settled please let us know. We
really are anxious to see you again.” Of
course Nobu and I were anxious to visit

with Professor Cook and Eleanor in July.

Professor Cook has been a great mentor
for all the members of JACS (Japanese
(This

organization was established in 1977 by

Association for Canadian Studies).

scholars who were interested in learning
about Canada. I became a member in
1978 and was president between April
1996 and March 2001.) Professor Cook’s
long association with JACS, which we all
treasure, started in 1982, when he was
invited to be the keynote speaker at the
annual Conference of JACS, which was held
at Yamagata University in northern Japan.
Of course all the members of JACS knew
that he was a distinguished scholar in the
field of Canadian studies, but many had
not met him till then. At the Conference

we were all charmed by him and his great
sense of humour, and we learned a great

deal from him.

After that we often asked him to come to
Japan to give talks. We were fortunate
enough to have him at several more
JACS Conferences, where he spoke
about French Canadian nationalism, the
Canadian constitutional debates, and
multiculturalism. We learned a great deal
from his talks, both formal and informal,
and many informal conversations with
him. He was also generous enough to
contribute his comments and essays to our
journals and newsletters on some special
occasions. He kindly did this to encourage
us Canadianists in Japan (this is what
we often call ourselves!). He helped us in
many ways in order to develop, or, to level

up, Canadian studies in Japan.

He emphasized the strength of Canadian
studies in Japan, which came from the
enthusiasm of the Canadianists in Japan
who studied a wide selection of topics
related to Canada. Once he told me that he
often found himself thinking about Canada
in different ways in response to very
original questions raised by us. Canada
looked different from the outside, and
that explains the importance of Canadian
studies in Japan and in other foreign
countries. More and more an international
and comparative perspective is essential for
a full understanding of national histories
and cultures. And in order to show the
world what we in Japan have accomplished,
he strongly suggested that we should send
out our messages as well as our research

findings. His contribution to Japan was

Za—XLA—51055 (2016 £ 11 A )

13 BAHT FEe



acknowledged when he was awarded the
title Distinguished Foreign Visitor by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan in
1988. And, in 1994, the Order of the Sacred

Treasure was bestowed on him by Japan.

I could give you many, many episodes
which show the sort of things we learned
from him. But here I would like to tell you
In 2001, as president of JACS,
I had the honour of being awarded the

just one.

Governor General’s International Award
for Canadian Studies. An award-giving
ceremony on a grand scale was to be held
in Vancouver, with many distinguished
guests. I was to be there, but there was
nobody accompanying me. I was alone.
Knowing that, Professor Cook flew from
Toronto to Vancouver on the day. At the
ceremony he accompanied me in a long
parade with a bagpiper at the head. 1
was greatly honoured. Then, after this
grand ceremony I learned that that day
was the wedding anniversary of the
Cooks!

from Eleanor on their special day. He told

I felt badly about his being away

me, in a way to console me, that they had
already celebrated it the night before he
flew to Vancouver. He considered that
the celebration in Vancouver was very
important for JACS, as it was the occasion
when we, the Canadianists in Japan,
could show the world that we had reached
a certain academic level. I was deeply
moved by his warm consideration and

encouragement for JACS.

Of course what we learned from him is
not limited to Canadian studies. His view
of the world and his warmth towards

everybody influenced us. And I was very

impressed by his attitudes supporting these
views. His travels to Japan gradually came
to be devoted not only to lecturing. He was
charmed by the beauty of Kyoto. He tried
to visit Kyoto every time he was in Japan.
He liked to take the famous temple walk,
and he especially enjoyed visiting Ryoanji
Temple with its beautiful sand garden. He
liked all forms of Japanese theatre: ancient
Noh theatre, Bunraku puppet theatre, and
Kabuki.

them. I always felt he knew more about

He had a profound knowledge of

them than I did. He was very pleased
when he was able to see performances of
several actors who had attained the status

of National Living Treasures.

He loved other arts as well. He went
with Eleanor, Margaret Atwood, Greame
Gibson, Nobu, and I to visit Mashiko to
see the work of Shoji Hamada, one of the
world’s greatest potters. Professor Cook
certainly appreciated Hamada’s kilns and
his priceless pots there. He was also a
great birdwatcher. I clearly remember how
much he enjoyed one of the birdwatching
trips that was arranged by a JACS member
living in Hokkaido. He went to the famous
Crane Park in Hokkaido, with its special
sanctuary for the birds. When he returned
he demonstrated for me how the cranes

danced.

He told me that whenever he came to
Japan he learned something new. He came
to Japan to teach us. And yet he learned
something here at the same time. This
is the essence of international relations, I
think. We in different countries learn from
each other. Learning always goes both

ways. We learn together.
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Professor Cook, all your friends in Japan
are deeply saddened by the fact that we
cannot listen to your talks, discuss things
with you, learn from you, or laugh with
you, anymore. We certainly miss you. But
we promise we will not forget what we have
learned from you. We will follow your path
to help others by learning together. We are
forever grateful to you.
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