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The Inaugural L.M. Montgomery Conference
in Japan
Kristie Gollins
It never ceases to amaze me how Anne of Green
Gables, and its beloved author, Lucy Maud
Montgomery, managed to put Prince Edward
Island on the world map. From June 21st to
23rd, 2019, however, this truth was evident
as scholars and fans of the renowned Canadian
author met at Reitaku University for the first
ever Montgomery Studies conference to be held
in Japan. Arriving from as far away as Germany,
Norway, Finland, Canada, and the United
States of America, presenters gathered together
with students, scholars, and fans from across
Japan, to share their research and their love of
Montgomery’s work over a weekend of panels,
keynote talks, and lively social events.

The weekend kicked off with a wonderful
reception on Friday evening, during which
great discussions and delicious food and drinks
were enjoyed by all. Montgomery conferences
have been held at the Lucy Maud Montgomery
Institute (LMMI), at the University of Prince
Edward Island (UPEI), in Charlottetown,
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Canada, every two years since 1994, and
they have always been famously warm and
friendly events. This year’s Japan—based
conference was no exception, and presenters
and organizers became fast friends over the
event—filled weekend.

On Saturday morning, the conference was
opened with greetings from Reitaku University
Vice-President Kazunobu Horiuchi, who
warmly welcomed delegates and audience
members to the conference. Next, the first panel
on “Anne and Modern Japanese Literature”
commenced, and the audience heard excellent
papers on ‘“Book Women” Around Anne’
(Hiromi Ochi, Hitotsubashi University, Japan);
‘Problem: literature for children: Situating
Anne of Green Gables in Post-WWII Japanese
Children’s Literature’ (Joan Ericson, Colorado
College, USA); and, ‘Loretta L. Shaw and the
Commitment to “Character Building Literature”
in Modern Japan’ (Patricia Sippel, Toyo
Eiwa University, Japan). After a lively Q & A
session, conference attendees broke for lunch
and were able to observe and join in a traditional
Japanese tea ceremony, performed by the Reitaku
University Japanese Tea Ceremony Club.

The afternoon session began with a convivial
speech on Canadian Studies in Japan, delivered by
Prof. Nobuyuki Sato, President of the Japanese
Association for Canadian Studies (JACS), who
shared his knowledge on past and present Canadian
Studies research organizations and affiliations in
Japan. Professor Sato highlighted the value of
conferences such as this, which serve to build bridges
across disciplines, institutions, and nations. This
was followed by my keynote speech on ‘Growing
Up With Anne: an unexpected feminist journey,’
in which I outlined my serendipitous journey to
becoming an Anne scholar. For the second panel of

the day, three speakers presented on the theme of

“L.M. Montgomery’s Life and Times.” The three
engaging papers for this panel included ‘Higher
Education for Women and the Lasting Popularity of
Anne of Green Gables in Japan’ (Kazuko Sakuma,
Sophia University, Japan); ‘Dry Island: Drinking in
L.M. Montgomery’s Anne series’ (Hiroko Washizu,
University of Tsukuba, Japan); and, ‘The Orphans in
L.M. Montgomery’s Works and Influences in Japan’
(Etsuko Ishii, Tokyo Women’s Medical University,
Japan). The afternoon concluded with a special film
screening of ‘Looking for Anne’ (2009), a bilingual
feature film which explores links and love connections
between Japan and Prince Edward Island.

After a splendid banquet and continued
merriment late into the night on Saturday,
speakers and audience members rejoined on
Sunday morning for the final day of conference
sessions. The program began with a fascinating
keynote speech by Prof. Norie Yazu, Vice-
President of the JACS, who spoke about “90
Years of Canada—Japan Diplomatic Relations—
Friendship Forever.” Prof. Yazu expertly led
us through the political, commercial, cultural,
and diplomatic developments that have linked
Japan and Canada for over a century, and
underscored the value and importance of this
bridge between our two nations. Before beginning
the third conference panel on the theme “L.M.
Montgomery and Translation,” we were honored
to welcome a last—minute surprise speech by
acclaimed Anne of Green Gables translator, Yuko
Matsumoto. The audience listened attentively as
Ms. Matsumoto spoke about her motivations for—
and experiences with—translating Montgomery’s
work into Japanese, and as she fondly recalled
her many trips to Prince Edward Island. This talk
provided an ideal segue to the translation themed
panel, which consisted of three compelling
talks: ‘Fairy Tales, Dreams, and Poetry: Anne
Shirley in Norway  (Susan Erdmann, University
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of Agder, Norway); ‘Silencing Unconventional
Girlhood: Censorship in the Swedish Translation
of L.M. Montgomery’s Emily Trilogy’ (Laura
Leden, University of Helsinki, Finland); and, ‘The
Marvellous Mrs. Rachel’ (Audrey Loiselle,
Translation Bureau of Canada). Following
another spirited Q & A session, attendees broke
for lunch and were treated to a special enactment
of an adapted kabuki play, Shunkan, which was
beautifully performed by current and former
members of the Reitaku University English
Drama Group.

In the fourth and final panel of the conference,
panelists gave papers on the theme “L.M.
Montgomery and Popular/Consumer Culture.”
These thought—provoking presentations included
‘Imagination for Survival in Anne of Green Gables
and Bungo Stray Dogs’ (Yukari Yoshihara,
University of Tsukuba, Japan); ‘Literary
Ambition, Consumer Culture, and Professional
Identity in L.M. Montgomery’s Anne of the Island’
(Hisayuki Hikage, Reitaku University, Japan);
and, ‘Across All Borders: Anne’s universal

search for identity and its renderings in worldwide

Canada-Japan 90 Years

Canada-Japon 90 ans
Bn0#ELF 90 B

fan labor’ (Carolin Sandner, independent
scholar, Germany). As the conference came
to an end, Reitaku University Vice—President
Shin Watanabe gave heartfelt closing remarks
to presenters and attendees and encouraged
everyone to continue nurturing the personal
and professional bonds that were built over
the weekend. He joined us in hoping that this
conference was the first of many more to come
and, having attracted over seventy audience
members over the two days of presentations,
there appears to be sufficient interest to give this
further consideration.

As Conference Chair of this wonderful
weekend, I would like to thank Reitaku
University, the Reitaku Society for American
British Cultures, and JACS for their kind
support in making this conference possible. |
would also like to extend my sincere thanks to
the Reitaku University Japanese Tea Ceremony
Club and the Reitaku University English
Drama Club for sharing Japanese culture with
our conference participants, many of whom

were visiting Japan for the first time. To JACS

L.M. Montgomery
International
Conference at Reitaku
University

A snapshot of some of the Montgomery Conference presenters, attendees, and performers
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President Nobuyuki Sato and JACS Vice—
President Norie Yazu, | would like to thank
you both for so generously sharing your time
and expertise with those in attendance at the
conference. Additionally, this conference could
never have succeeded without the amazing work
of the conference organizing committee (Mayuka
Sato, Etsuko Ishii, Ikuko Matsumoto,
and the indefatigable JACS Vice—President,
Toshihiro Tanaka), and the wonderful efforts
of our student staff team. Finally, it was a
pleasure and a privilege to host such remarkable
speakers from all around the world, and I feel
certain that even L.M. Montgomery would have
found herself delighted by the sheer number of
“kindred spirits” at the conference.

(Reitaku University)
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