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Canadian Women Missionaries and Japan-Canada
Relations before World War I1: An Analysis of a
Scrapbook Kept at Toyo Eiwa Girl’s School 1889-1938

Tkuko Matsumoto

This paper aims to examine Japan-Canada relations in the era before World
War II by analyzing a scrapbook maintained by successive principals of a school
founded by Canadian women missionaries in Japan.

Toyo Eiwa Girl’s School was established by Martha Julia Cartmell in 1884.
Cartmell was the first overseas missionary sent by the Woman’s Missionary Society
(WMS) of the Methodist Church of Canada (MCC), one of the predecessors of the
United Church of Canada. A succession of Canadian women missionaries followed
Cartmell as principal, and each kept important historical records in a scrapbook.

The oldest document is the program of the school’s first commencement, held in
1889. In that year, the Japanese government promulgated the Constitution of the
Empire of Japan and promoted the formation of Japan as a modern constitutional
nation-state. At first, the creation of Toyo Eiwa was welcomed by Japanese society
as part of the favorable tide of Westernization led by the Japanese government.
Subsequently, however, the progress of the school fluctuated under the influence
of changing Japanese educational and religious policies, diplomatic relations, and
other trends.

The scrapbook includes documents from two remarkable periods in which Toyo
Eiwa was led by two excellent principals: Isabella Slade Blackmore, who worked in
Japan from 1889 to 1925, and Frances Gertrude Hamilton, who worked in Japan
from 1917 to 1942 and in the postwar era from 1947 to 1956.

The famous Japanese translator Hanako Muraoka, who translated Anne of
Green Gables, was a scholarship student of Toyo Eiwa boarding school and was
greatly affected by Blackmore’s moral influence. Also, during the Blackmore era,
in 1899, the Japanese government issued its Instruction No.12 which restricted
religious education in Christian Schools as a means of preventing the spread of
Christianity in Japan. Undeterred, Blackmore revised the school regulations at that
very moment to declare that Toyo Eiwa Girl’s School would be based on the spirit of

Christianity as its top priority.
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In 1902, the Anglo-Japanese Treaty was concluded, and Toyo Eiwa as a British-
style school appeared favorably in Japanese society. In 1918, Prince Arthur, Duke of
Connaught, the third son of Queen Victoria, visited Toyo Eiwa. Blackmore wrote a
congratulatory address, in which she celebrated the friendship between Japan and
Britain and expressed her pride in Canada’s entry into World War I as a member of
British Empire. Though there was no Canadian legation in Japan then, one private
missionary girls’ school played a remarkable role in the Japan-Canada relationship.

Toyo Eiwa was a missionary school supported by the WMS, which had many
members in Canada. Therefore, WMS executives sent messages on Toyo Eiwa’s
25" anniversary and like Lillian Massey of the wealthy Methodist Massey family
donated equipment for the school. Many Canadian people knew of Japan and
assisted Japanese girls’ schools through the missionary work of the WMS.

After Blackmore, Hamilton became the principal in 1925, the year of the
establishment of the United Church of Canada. At the same time, after World War
I, Canadian nationalism and the desire to make a break with the colonial past
emerged. Because of that, the Canadian legation was established at Tokyo in 1929.
Some documents in the scrapbook demonstrate the friendly relations between Toyo
Eiwa and the Canadian minister, Sir Herbert Marler, during the Hamilton era.

Hamilton transformed Toyo Eiwa into a standard Japanese girls’ school and
planned to hand over its leadership to Japanese staff. Amid the Great Depression,
which inflicted deep damage in Japan and Canada, Hamilton completed a new
school building to mark the 50" anniversary of WMS missionary endeavor in Japan
and the foundation of the school.

Nevertheless, as Hamish Ion has pointed out, from the 1930s the viewpoints of
Canadian missionaries in Japan gradually diverged from those of people in Canada.
Though Japan became caught up in Emperor-centric militarism in the strained
international situation after World War I, Canadian missionaries in Japan maintained a
pro-Japanese attitude.

After 1938, the year in which the last document was attached to the scrapbook,
how were their attitudes resolved? This paper examines some viewpoints of
Canadian women missionaries of WMS towards Japanese militarism and their
complicated strategy for surviving the extreme situation by staying in Japan. Some
documents in the scrapbook suggest their interest in the Japanese Emperor, while
showing their quiet insistence as pacifists.

(Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin Archives / The University of Tokyo, Graduate School)
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