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The First Postwar Meeting of E. H. Norman
and Y. Suzuki: The Significance and Facts

Just after World War II (WWII), the prominent Canadian diplomat /
Japanologist E. Herbert Norman visited Japan and worked for General
Headquarters / Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (GHQ/SCAP) directed
by General Douglas MacArthur. He arrived in Tokyo in early September 1945 and
soon met with Yasuzo Suzuki, a constitutional scholar. This meeting, mediated by
Shigeto Tsuru, Norman’s close friend and an economist from Harvard, is deemed
to be historically important, as it might have influenced the constitutional draft of
Kempo-Kenkyukai to a certain extent. Kempo-Kenkyukai was a private group of
Japanese intellectuals such as Suzuki, Iwasaburo Takano, Tatsuo Morito, Tatsuo
Iwabuchi, Koshin Murofuse, etc. Its draft was carefully examined by the Chief of
Judicial Affairs Milo E. Rowell, and his report was submitted to Courtney Whitney,
Chief of the Government Section of GHQ. They used this document as the basis of
GHQ’s draft, which was later transformed into the current Constitution of Japan.
Therefore, logically speaking, Norman and Suzuki’s meeting may have influenced
the spirit of the Japanese Constitution. Suzuki stated that Norman’s question
regarding the new constitution and the Emperor system alarmed him, but he did
not provide a detailed explanation on his view.

In this paper, to discover the extent of this meeting’s impact, I have referred to
rarely examined unpublished manuscripts: Norman’s diary entitled “Tokyo Trip,”
owned by the University of British Columbia (UBC), and Tsuru’s diary owned by
Hitotsubashi University. Besides these, Norman’s movements during September
22-25, 1945, were traced from the published diary of Gaikotsu Miyatake, the
curator of Meiji Bunko Library at the Imperial University of Tokyo. As it turned out,
the date of the first Norman—Suzuki meeting was not Saturday, September 22, as is
generally believed and as Suzuki and his interviewer Shoichi Koseki have testified.
In fact, the meeting occurred on the morning of Sunday, September 23. Moreover,
it was not Norman who visited Suzuki, as is widely believed. It was rather Suzuki
that visited Norman who was staying at Tsuru’s home. This fact is the first finding
of this paper.

Between 1945 and 1982, Suzuki repeatedly described his conversation with
Norman in the following manner. He expressed his view on the Emperor (Tenno)

System, stating that it was too early for the Japanese public to accept the idea of
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the abolishment of Tenno and that the only way forward for Japan at the time was
to institute a constitutional monarchy similar to that of the UK. Norman questioned
this opinion because the bourgeois revolution had never occurred in Japan as
it did in the UK. He indicated the danger of the regrouping and development of
reactionary right wing-militarist groups all over Japan if Tenno was sustained.
Suzuki was shocked and became aware of the potential danger of the Emperor
system, thereby being convinced that the republican system would be reasonable in
principle, as Takano had insisted.

The second contribution of this paper is to reveal more details of the
conversation that occurred at the Norman—Suzuki meeting. The descriptions
inscribed in Norman’s and Tsuru’s diaries of this part of September 23 confirm the
above story, and also elucidate Suzuki’s views in more depth. Suzuki hoped that the
sustenance of the Emperor system would cause the rise of middle (chukan) strata
comprising progressive-minded intellectuals, skilled workers, etc. He felt that this
group should work for the civil services and should replace the current reactionary
groups at the bureau and at the Imperial Court. Suzuki believed that this
progressive chukan strata should lead postwar Japan because of the backwardness
of the masses, especially in the rural regions.

Interestingly, Suzuki and Norman, who were often considered to be Marxists /
socialists / communists or at least sympathizers of such beliefs, did not desire or
anticipate any socialist revolution in Japan during this conversation. They believed
that the idea was too unrealistic; not only Suzuki but also Norman thought that the
Japanese would not give up Tenno in the near future. They hoped that “progressive”
capitalists such as Kei Hoashi, Keizo Shibusawa, or Aiichiro Fujiyama would
support the chukan strata who would lead the masses step by step.

This fact leads to the third point that this paper intends to emphasize: Some
right wing writers use the same logic as that of anti-communist McCarthyism
to condemn Norman even now, saying that he was an international communist
spy who intervened and distorted postwar Japan’s governmental system and
constitution. Although it is true that Norman was associated with a communist
group in his Cambridge days, he did not one-sidedly impose any communist notions
on Suzuki or on the new Japanese constitution and its creation process, at least not
in 1945. This fact is evidenced by Norman’s and Tsuru’s diaries, on which this paper
relies.

(Aoyama Gakuin University)
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