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The 51t Annual Conference of the Japanese Association for Canadian Studies
Program

Venue: Room L305 (3rd Floor), Lecture Building (L), Nagoya Campus
Aichi University
(4-60-6 Hiraike-cho, Nakamura-ku, Nagoya-shi, Aichi)

<Day 1> Saturday, September 12, 2026
9:30 - Registration

10:00 - 10:10  Opening Address
President of the JACS, Dr. Norie Yazu (Prof., Kwansei Gakuin University)

10:10 - 12:10  Session I: Open Topics
Chair: Dr. Sayoko lizasa (Prof., Aoyama Gakuin University)

(1) The People Who Created the North Vancouver Japanese Garden in the Early
Twentieth Century: An Examination of Archival Sources
Dr. Norifumi Kawahara (Prof., Ritsumeikan University)
(2) The Development, Evolution, and Transformation of the Political Purposes
Doctrine in Canadian Charity Law
Masashi Kuroda (Ph.D. Candidate, Chuo University)
(3) Linguistic Diversity in Canada as Represented through Language Use in the Film
Looking for Anne (2009)
Dr. Tomoko Tokita (Associate Prof., Jissen Women’s University)
(4) When the Doukhobors Encounter “Japan”: Intersections with Japanese Canadians
and the Reception of the Doukhobors in Japan
Kentaro Okada (Prof., Aichi University)

12:10 - 13:40 Lunch / Board of Directors Meeting

13:40- 15:10 Keynote Speech, co-hosted by the Institute for Research in Humanities
and Social Sciences, Aichi University
Moderator: Dr. Hideki Kido (Prof., Ritsumeikan University)

(5) Contemporary Canadian Populist Politics
Dr. Jim Farney (Director and Prof., School of Policy Studies and Stauffer-

Dunning Chair, Queen’s University)

Respondent: Dr. Jonathan Rose (Head and Prof., Department of Political
Studies, Queen’s University)



15:20 - 16:50  Session II: DEI in Public Education
Chair: Dr. Nana Kodama (Prof., Shiga University)

(6) DEI and Inclusive Education in Canada: For Whom Is Inclusion?
Dr. Yuri Geshi (Associate Prof., Ryutsu Keizai University)
(7) Transformations and Trajectories of Educational Policies on Sexual Diversity in
Canada
Dr. Miyuuko Ukai (Associate Prof., Surugadai University)
(8) Education Policy and the Contraction of Public Education under Alberta’s UCP
Government: Vulnerable Youth and Anti-DEI
Dr. Atsushi Okabe (Associate Prof., Seisen University)

17:00 - 17:50 General Meeting
18:15-20:00 Welcome Reception

Venue: Restaurant Appétit
(1% Floor, Welfare Building, Nagoya Campus, Aichi University)



<Day 2> Sunday, September 13, 2026

8:30 Registration

9:00 - 10:30  Session III: Literature
Chair: Dr. Nao Sasaki (Professeure assistante, Université Meiji)

(9) Unearthing Maurice Ruddick: “African” Nova Scotians and Resource Excavation
in Beneath Springhill
Dr. Yoko Araki (Prof., Keiwa College)
(10) The Future of Environmental Justice: Centering on Tanya Tagaq’s Expression
Dr. Hidemi Kishino (Associate Prof., Kindai University)
(11) La violence de la vie dans Mahigan d’Yves Thériault
Dr. Nao Sasaki (Professeure assistante, Université Meiji)

10:40 - 12:10  Session I'V: Public Finance
Chair: Dr. Junichiro Koji (Professeur agrégé, Université Ryukoku)

(12) Challenges Facing Canada’s Federal Budget
Dr. Takehiko Ikegami (Senior Specially Appointed Prof., Rikkyo University)
(13) Multilevel Fiscal Expenditures in Canadian Immigrant Settlement Policy: A
Comparative Analysis
Miku Sekine (Assistant Prof., Teikyo University)
(14) 2011 HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) Referendum: The Shock of Canadian
Provincial Voter’s Rejection of the Shift from the PST/GST System to the HST
Dr. Yoshiro Hirose (Associate Prof.,
Tokyo Metropolitan College of Industrial Technology)

12:10- 13:20 Lunch

13:20 - 15:20 Symposium:
Teaching Canada in Japan: Why Canada Matters and How to Do It
Chair: Dr. Ryoko Ishikawa (Associate Prof., Ritsumeikan University)

(15) How Does "Canada" Emerge: Reflections from Teaching Practice at Kanda
University of International Studies
Dr. Fumiya Nagai (Lecturer, Kanda University of International Studies)
(16) Teaching about Canada in the Social Sciences: Media Education and Media
Studies in Practice
Dr. Yoko Namita (Prof., Ritsumeikan University)
(17) Canada, Japan, and the World for Climate Justice Now!: Reflections from teaching
at Kwansei Gakuin University's School of International Studies

Janette McIntosh (Fellow, Kwansei Gakuin University)

15:20 - 15:30 Closing Address
Vice President of the JACS, Toshihiro Tanaka (Prof., Reitaku University)

15:30 End of the Conference
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Session |

The People Who Created the North Vancouver Japanese Garden in the Early Twentieth
Century: An Examination of Archival Sources

Dr. Norifumi Kawahara (Prof., Ritsumeikan University)

Before the Second World War, Japanese gardens on the west coast of Canada were created in response to the
interest of European Canadians in Japan as an exotic culture. Isaburo KISHIDA constructed four Japanese gardens
in Victoria during the early twentieth century, beginning with Gorge Park in 1907. Within this broader context,
plans were made to establish a Japanese garden in Vancouver. This paper examines the Japanese garden
constructed in North Vancouver.

Around 1905-1906, BC Electric Railway Co. Ltd. acquired land in North Vancouver to develop a new
recreational attraction. At the time, 21st Street in Lonsdale was largely undeveloped and forested. Part of Block
207 was owned by BC Electric Railway, while the remainder belonged to the North Vancouver Horticultural
Society, which planned to develop the site as a recreational facility. The adjacent Block 208 was donated to the
Japanese Garden Company, headed by Goro KABURAGI. He agreed to construct a Japanese garden, and the
work began in May 1908.

A close examination of the diary of Senji YAMAMOTO, a biologist who later entered politics, reveals the
details of the construction process. The Japanese Garden Company recruited shareholders and planned not only a
Japanese garden but also a tea house, a greenhouse, an amusement area featuring the traditional Japanese game
of “daruma-otoshi”, and the importation of trees from the Kyoto Agricultural Garden. Meanwhile, KABURAGI,
together with Vice President Chiyoji SHINOBU and accountants Kusuemon TAINAKA and Sakuroku HOTTA,
placed notices in the Japanese-language newspaper “Tairiku Nippo™ calling for subscriptions to shares, the
payment of capital contributions, and attendance at general meetings. However, the project did not proceed
smoothly. Dynamite was required to remove large trees, and permission from the municipal government was
necessary to install water pipes for the construction of ponds. Frustrated by these difficulties, YAMAMOTO
withdrew from the project.

Subsequently, Rokutaro IDE took over responsibility for the project, and the Japanese garden was completed
in April 1910. The tea house was the first structure to be built, followed in June by an observation tower
approximately 225 feet (70 meters) in height. Other features included a giant hollow tree with seats installed inside
its cavity, along with various other structures scattered throughout the grounds. However, this relatively small-
scale Japanese garden closed only a few years later due to the economic downturn of 1913. The tea house survived
and was repurposed as a hall. These facilities were completed within Block 207, whereas the Japanese garden
originally planned for Block 208 was never constructed.

HATAKEYAMA, who participated in the land-clearing work, was from Miyagi Prefecture, while IDE, who
succeeded YAMAMOTO, was from Nagano Prefecture. Many of the railway contract labourers sent by the Tokyo
Emigration Partnership Company in 1907 were from Miyagi Prefecture, while immigrants from Nagano
Prefecture often assumed leadership roles among these workers. The period of the garden’s construction also
coincided with the expiration of these workers’ labour contracts in Canada. Therefore, it is possible that the North

Vancouver Japanese Garden was incorporated into the labour supply system of the Japanese Canadian community.

-11 -
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Session |

The Development, Evolution, and Transformation of the Political Purposes Doctrine

in Canadian Charity Law

Masashi Kuroda (Ph.D. Candidate, Chuo University)

This paper examines the formation, development, and recent transformation of the Political Purposes
Doctrine in Canadian charity law from the perspective of the evolving concept of public benefit. While Canadian
charity law originated in the English legal tradition, the development of the doctrine reflects not only the reception
of English case law but also the gradual reconstruction of public benefit within the Canadian social and context.

The first stage concerns the reception of English legal principles. In Bowman v. Secular Society Ltd. (1917),
political purposes were excluded from charitable status on the ground that courts could not objectively determine
the public benefit of legislative change. This approach was further systematized in McGovern v. Attorney General
(1982), which categorized activities aimed at influencing legislation and public policy as political purposes.
Canadian courts adopted these principles in cases such as Positive Action Against Pornography (1988), Human
Life International (1998), Alliance for Life (1999), and Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture (ACAT:
2002), where activities seeking legislative reform, policy change, or public opinion formation were generally
denied charitable status.

The second stage involves the development of the doctrine through the “Canadianization” of the concept of
public benefit. Decisions such as Native Communications Society of B.C. v. M.N.R. (1986) recognized activities
benefiting Indigenous communities as charitable and incorporated uniquely Canadian social considerations into
public benefit analysis. In addition, Vancouver Society of Immigrant and Visible Minority Women v. M.N.R.
(1999) distinguished political purposes from ancillary political activities, while Everywoman’s Health Centre
(1991) clarified the distinction between controversial subject matter and political purposes.

The third stage is marked by the transformation of the doctrine following Canada Without Poverty v.
Attorney General of Canada (2018). The court held that restrictions on political activities violated freedom of
expression under the Constitution Act 1982. Subsequent legislative reforms introduced the Public Policy Dialogue
and Development Activities (PPDDA) regime, allowing charities to engage in non-partisan public policy
advocacy in furtherance of charitable purposes.

This paper argues that the Canadian Political Purposes Doctrine has evolved from the reception of English
legal principles to the transformation and reconstruction of the doctrine through changes in the understanding of
public benefit. The Canadian experience provides valuable comparative insights for the interpretation of public

benefit in Japanese Public Interest Corporation Law and Charitable Trust Law.
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Linguistic Diversity in Canada as Represented through Language Use
in the Film Looking for Anne (2009)

Dr. Tomoko Tokita (Associate Prof., Jissen Women’s University)

The languages used in cinematic works reflect the language ideologies and stereotypes held by the
filmmakers and the societies, and reproduce them through the works. Therefore, while the characters’ use of
language demonstrates the linguistic values represented in the work, it also illustrates the new values created by
the filmmakers (Androutsopoulos, 2012; Tanaka, 2021). Focusing on a Japanese film Looking for Anne (2009),
directed by Takako Miyahira, set in Prince Edward Island, this study analyzed characters’ language choices, code-
switching, and interlanguage from a multimodal perspective, integrating spoken texts, nonverbal behaviors, and
interactions. Ultimately, this study clarified how Canada’s linguistic diversity is represented in Japan, and what
kinds of linguistic values are being created.

The methodology is as follows: first, a multimodal corpus was constructed. After identifying the target
scenes for analysis, transcripts were generated using the speech-recognition engine Whisper (Large model).
Subsequently, using the multimodal annotation software ELAN, multiple tiers—including “spoken texts,”
“languages used,” “nonverbal behaviors (e.g., gaze and body movements),” and “pragmatic functions”—were
synchronized for each speaker to integrate video, audio, and text. Next, utilizing this corpus, the study examined
how the characters utilize language, how Canada is depicted as a society through this language use, and how
linguistic values are represented and created.

The results revealed that while English served as the lingua franca, Japanese was utilized depending on the
combinations between the interlocutors, and French was also spoken by Acadian characters. However,
interlocutors did not necessarily fix their language choices. For instance, Jeff, a native English-speaking Canadian,
actively used Japanese formulaic expressions (e.g., “Ocha shimasen ka” [Shall we have tea?], “Jaa mata” [See
you later]) with Mari, an Italian raised in Japan, in an attempt to build a better relationship. Furthermore, the
protagonist, Anri, occasionally deviated from English norms through grammatical errors. In response, her native
English-speaking Canadian interlocutors temporarily showed perplexed facial expressions toward her non-
standard interlanguage expressions; nevertheless, they immediately provided “discursive scaffolding,” such as
repetition of utterances, confirmation of content, and explanation of vocabulary, which alleviated the nonnative
English speakers’ language anxiety and co-constructively established successful communication.

Although the film, Looking for Anne, is set in Prince Edward Island, the inclusion of Acadian characters
allows for the use of Canada’s two official languages, English and French; furthermore, the additional use of
Japanese as a minority language highlights the film’s depiction of multilingualism within Canada. In addition,
when interacting with a nonnative English speaker, native English-speaking Canadians utilize various strategies
to sustain the conversation, demonstrating tolerance and openness. In conclusion, this work follows and
reproduces the image of Prince Edward Island as a culturally and linguistically homogeneous “traditional English-
speaking Canada” symbolized by Anne of Green Gables. Simultaneously, by intertwining a multilayered
linguistic diversity that includes French and Japanese, the film creates a new value paradigm that encompasses

foreigners who are not fluent in English.
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When the Doukhobors Encounter “Japan”: Intersections with Japanese Canadians and
the Reception of the Doukhobors in Japan

Kentaro Okada (Prof., Aichi University)

This paper examines the history of the Doukhobors, a religious minority who were forced to emigrate from
Russia to Canada at the turn of the twentieth century because of their religious beliefs, and explores their
experiences of displacement within Canada as well as their unexpected connections with Japanese Canadians and
Japan. Drawing on perspectives from global history, the paper situates the Doukhobors within both local and
transnational networks of migration, humanitarianism, and intellectual exchange.

The Doukhobors first settled in Saskatchewan around 1900 after emigrating from Russia. Known as a
heterodox Christian sect, they were characterized by their uncompromising commitment to pacifism and
communalism. At the same time, when they perceived themselves to be victims of persecution, they engaged in
dramatic forms of protest—including nude demonstrations and the burning of their own property—revealing the
complex and often paradoxical nature of their religious and political identity.Perhaps surprisingly, the Doukhobors
share two significant historical connections with Japan. The first concerns their relationship with Japanese
Canadians in British Columbia. Following conflicts with the Saskatchewan provincial government over
communal land ownership, many Doukhobors left Saskatchewan in search of a new homeland and settled in the
Castlegar region of British Columbia. There, they encountered Japanese Canadians who had been forcibly
relocated from Canada's Pacific coast during the Second World War. In his autobiography, for example, David
Suzuki fondly recalls his childhood friendship with a Doukhobor girl who treated him without prejudice,
illustrating an overlooked point of contact between two marginalized communities in Canada.

The second connection lies in the humanitarian and intellectual networks that linked the Doukhobors with
Japan through the reception of Leo Tolstoy's literature. Tolstoy famously provided financial support for the
Doukhobors' emigration to Canada and wrote Resurrection in part to raise funds for their resettlement. The novel
was promptly translated into Japanese by Uchida Roan, who included an explanatory preface introducing the
Doukhobors to Japanese readers. At a time when Russian literature enjoyed enormous popularity in Japan,
Tolstoy's advocacy contributed to growing Japanese interest in—and sympathy for—the plight of the Doukhobors.

Moreover, the international relief movement organized by Quakers in the United States and Britain also
reveals unexpected connections with Japan. Correspondence indicates that Nitobe Inazo, a devout Christian and
prominent Japanese intellectual, learned about the Doukhobors through Mrs. Mary Elkington of a distinguished
Quaker family in Baltimore and developed a keen interest in their cause.

By bringing together these micro-level encounters—the human relationships forged between Japanese
Canadians and the Doukhobors within Canada—and the macro-level transnational networks that connected
Tolstoy, Quaker activists, Japanese intellectuals, and the Doukhobors across national borders, this presentation
seeks to illuminate how the history of a small religious minority can be understood through the intertwined lenses

of migration, global humanitarianism, and global history.
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Contemporary Canadian Populist Politics

Dr. Jim Farney (Director and Prof., School of Policy Studies and

Stauffer-Dunning Chair, Queen’s University)

Like other political movements, populism sometimes comes in waves. Though Canada has a long tradition
of populist movements, this talk will place the two most recent waves of populism in Canada into comparative
perspective: the wave in the 1990s that culminated in the Reform Party and the post 2015 wave that has dominated
the politics of the Canadian right. It will also examine the populist ‘wave that wasn’t” when, during the 2008-11
financial crisis, most other industrialized countries saw a surge of populism, but Canada did not. It will argue that
there are four aspects of the Canadian political system that simultaneously facilitate populism’s emerging and
limit its ability to grow to government: disciplined political parties, regional political cultures and strong
provincial governments, multi-national and bilingual national character, and a resource-based economy. In recent
years, the re-emergence of a pan-Canadian nationalism anchored in opposition to American power has also been

an important factor.
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DEI and Inclusive Education in Canada: For Whom Is Inclusion?

Dr. Yuri Geshi (Associate Prof., Ryutsu Keizai University)

This presentation focuses on inclusive education for children with disabilities within the broader
framework of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in education. Fist, it examines the development of DEI
principles and the institutionalization of inclusive education in Canada. Second, it compares the cases of New
Brunswick and Ontario. Particular attention is paid to the ways in which inclusive education, while aiming to
promote inclusion, may also generate new forms of exclusion and tensions. The presentation also explores the
extent to which inclusive education is supported by those who are directly affected by it, and then discusses the
significance and limitations of inclusive education.

In this presentation, DEI is understood as a framework that seeks to create a more equitable society by
improving the representation and social position of groups that have historically been marginalized in education
and employment (Iyer, 2022, among others). Originating in the U.S. civil rights movement of the 1960s, DEI
has recently become the subject of increasing political debate, including growing opposition in the U.S.

In contrast, DEI in Canada has evolved through a distinct and gradual process. Its foundation can be traced
to the Employment Equity Act of 1986, a federal law designed to eliminate employment discrimination against
four designated groups: women, Indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, and visible minorities. Although
originally aimed at the labor market, its principles gradually influenced educational curricula and policy
frameworks.

For example, Ontario introduced the Antiracism and Ethnocultural Equity Policy in 1993, followed by the
Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy in 2009. These initiatives defined diversity broadly to include not only
race and ethnicity but also gender, disability, socioeconomic status, and their intersections, while requiring
school boards to develop and implement equity and inclusion policies.

International developments—including the Salamanca Statement (1994), Incheon Declaration (2015), and
Sustainable Development Goal 4—have also contributed to the expansion of DEI-oriented educational policies
across Canada.

Among Canadian provinces, New Brunswick has attracted particular attention for its approach to inclusive
education for children with disabilities. Since the enactment of the amended School Act (Bill 85) in 1986, the
province has pursued full inclusion by eliminating special schools and classes and placing students with
disabilities in regular classrooms whenever possible (AuCoin, Porter, & Baker Korotkov, 2020). In 2013, it
adopted Policy 322 on Inclusive Education, requiring all students to attend their neighborhood schools and
learn alongside their peers. Today, New Brunswick maintains no special schools, special classes, or segregated
programs (GNB, 2016), and its practices have been recognized internationally, including by UNESCO (2020).

Ontario, by contrast, continues to maintain specialized educational placements for students with
disabilities and other educational special needs. Its Education for All policy (2005) endorses a continuum of
placements, including both regular classrooms and specialized settings, thereby providing flexibility in
responding to diverse educational needs (OME, 2017).

Despite these developments, inclusive education is not supported universally. Some children with
disabilities and their families place greater value on specialized educational environments that can provide
intensive support and expertise. By examining these perspectives, along with policy developments, this

presentation considers the possibilities and challenges of inclusive education in contemporary Canada.
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Transformations and Trajectories of Educational Policies on Sexual Diversity in Canada

Miyuuko Ukai (Associate Prof., Surugadai University)

The primary purpose of this report is to examine how educational policies related to sexual diversity in
several Canadian provinces have undergone “democratic” transformations amid the tensions, conflicts, and
countervailing dynamics generated by international political currents, including diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) agendas, conservative or right-wing populism, and neoliberalism. By focusing on the policy debates that
have accompanied these policy trajectories, the report undertakes a comparative analysis both across provinces

and within the broader North American context.
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Education Policy and the Contraction of Public Education under Alberta’s UCP Government:
Vulnerable Youth and Anti-DEI

Atsushi Okabe (Seisen University)

Since taking power in 2019, Alberta’s United Conservative Party (UCP) has pursued a neoliberal
restructuring of public education. The 2020 Choice in Education Act removed the cap on charter schools,
guaranteeing parents the freedom to choose which school their children attend. The UCP government then
extended this logic of “choice” from school selection to the content of what is taught. After Danielle Smith
became party leader in 2022, the UCP’s policy convention adopted a resolution opposing the teaching of
concepts that certain ethnic groups are inherently “privileged” or “racist” by birth. In other words, decisions
about how race and related topics are taught were to rest with parents rather than government or teachers: the
“right to choose a school” of 2020 had, by 2022, extended into a “right to determine what is taught.” In this
vein, legislation was passed in 2024 requiring parental consent for students under sixteen to change their names
or pronouns at school, and in January 2025 the University of Alberta replaced the language of “equity, diversity
and inclusion” (EDI) with “access, community and belonging,” a move soon followed by other Alberta
universities. These developments are in line with the federal-level anti-DEI policies pursued under the Trump
administration.

This paper examines the situation of vulnerable youth—including refugees, immigrants, students with
disabilities, and those affected by poverty—under charter school policy in this anti-DEI political climate. First,
funding for charter schools has grown at nearly three times the rate of public school funding (2023 data), and
most charter schools serve socioeconomically privileged families; market-driven school choice does not
necessarily translate into inclusion. Yet there are exceptions, such as Fusion Collegiate in Calgary, which
specializes in supporting the social and occupational transition of refugee and English-as-an-Additional-
Language (EAL) students.

Second, it is the underfunded public school system that continues to absorb most vulnerable youth. A
series of surveys conducted by the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) between 2023 and 2025 shows that
over 90 percent of teachers report increasing classroom “complexity,” and that, when weighted for complexity,
the average class size is effectively equivalent to thirty-eight students. Teacher well-being has reached crisis
levels, and some teachers report facing direct attacks over “culture war” issues such as LGBTQ rights and race.
At the same time, the 2022 Students First Act transferred teacher discipline authority from the ATA to a
government-appointed commissioner, and in 2025 the government invoked the notwithstanding clause to pass
“Back to School” legislation ending a prolonged teachers’ strike, further curbing the ATA’s institutional and
professional voice.

Drawing on these sources, this paper argues that anti-DEI political rhetoric combined with market-based
expansion of school choice weakens support for the very youth who most need equity-oriented intervention.
The spread of anti-DEI rhetoric has coincided with a shift of resources toward charter schools, the elimination
of DEl-related positions at universities, and the institutional weakening of teachers’ and the ATA’s voice;
attending to these shifts in resources and power, this paper reports on the current state of, and challenges facing,

DEI in Alberta’s education policy.
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Session I

Unearthing Maurice Ruddick:
“African” Nova Scotians and Resource Excavation in Beneath Springhill

Dr. Yoko Araki (Prof., Keiwa College)

One of the first major disasters simultaneously and internationally broadcasted from Canada, the 1958
“Bump,” a mining accident which killed more than seventy miners in Springhill, Nova Scotia, made a lasting
impact on North American literary imagination. The disaster has inspired various artists, and literary works
based on this event have been created even into the twenty-first century. This productivity reflects the rich and
complex socio-cultural fabric of the mining community that stimulates the artistic mind. One of these such
works created long after the disaster is a monodrama, Beneath Springhill: The Maurice Ruddick Story
(premiered in 2014 by Firebrand Theatre, published in 2021 by Scirocco Drama) written and performed by
Beau Dixon, who is also known as a musician. Largely ignored as a touring show for young audience by literary
critics, Beneath Springhill represents an example of African Nova Scotians’ involvements in the region’s coal
mining industry, which have rarely been depicted in other Canadian literary works, but are now slowly being
uncovered by historians, for instance, John Sandlos.

This presentation aims to explore this Michigan-born/ Ontario-raised playwright Dixon’s attempt to
diversify the mostly “white” images of Nova Scotian coal mining by re-enshrining Maurice Ruddick (1912-
1988): an African Nova Scotian/ a mixed-raced “singing” miner who was cerebrated as a spiritual leader of the
survivors of a mining disaster known as “The Bump” in 1958. Comparing Beneath Springhill with other literary
representations of the 1958 Bump published in the twenty-first century, Melissa Fay Greene’s 2003 non-fiction
The Last Man Out (Harcourt Books), Joanne Stanbrige’s 2005 biography for young readers Maurice Ruddick:
The Springhill Mine Survivor (Pearson Education) and Cheryl McKay’s 2014 Springhill Series (Song of
Springhill and Sprit of Springhill both published by Purple PenWorks), it will attempt to reveal its uniqueness
among other literary representations published in the twenty-first century, which have been mostly composed
by European descendants. As a minority “mixed race” African musician like the drama’s central character,
Maurice Ruddick, Dixon rather quietly criticizes the host society through accompanying songs, not simply
unearthing the experience of the sole “black” miner among the last group of survivors who had been trapped
underground for almost nine days once more. It will also point to the fact that all of the literary representations

dealt with in this presentation are written by the authors born in the United States.
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Session |l
The Future of Environmental Justice: Centering on Tanya Tagaq’s Expression

Dr. Hidemi Kishino (Associate Prof., Kindai University)

Tanya Tagaq, an artist and writer born in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut, carries on the Inuit tradition of katajjaq,
or throat singing, and uses her creation to resist the colonial violence that has affected Inuit communities in
Canada’s Far North. Her throat singing, which resonates with growls and cries, connects nature and humanity,
sound and the body, and the past, present, and future, powerfully expressing the Inuit worldview. In particular,
her album, Animism (2014), which features songs depicting nature scarred by human activity, received
widespread acclaim and won the Polaris Music Prize. At the award ceremony, against a backdrop displaying
the names of missing and murdered Indigenous women, Tagaq, dressed in sealskin, delivered a highly political
performance. This protest performance went beyond musical and linguistic expression to visualize the
connection between global environmental issues and violence against Indigenous women. At the same time, it
affirmed hunting, the traditional livelihood of the Inuit, and the worldview that sustains it. However, Tagaq’s
expression regarding seals drew strong criticism from animal rights groups and their supporters.

Tagaq’s expression and activism can be understood as practices that advance a decolonized environmental
perspective and challenge traditional Western-centric thought. On the other hand, the controversy surrounding
seals also implies that the ideals of environmental justice are not necessarily shared by all people and may, at
times, produce new forms of exclusion and disadvantage.

Therefore, this presentation will provide an overview of environmental justice, a concept that has recently
attracted criticism. Then it will analyze selected tracks from Animism and Tagaq’s expression concerning seals.
Through them, it will examine how Tagaq’s expression highlighters the colonial assumptions underlying

dominant justice, and how universalized justice can marginalize indigenous perspectives.
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Session I

La violence de la vie dans Mahigan d’Yves Thériault

Dr. Nao Sasaki (Professeure assistante, Université Meiji)

Depuis quelques années, on porte un nouveau regard critique sur la conception de I’humain établie par
I’humanisme occidental. Dans la littérature québécoise, on peut observer ce mouvement de réévaluation des
normes et des systémes de valeurs a partir du point de vue de la société et de la culture autochtones. En
réinterprétant 1’étre humain comme un élément intégré a son milieu, tel qu’il est représenté dans ’imaginaire
autochtone, on s’interroge sur une conception du monde ou I’humain et la nature partagent la vie, c’est-a-dire
sur un mode de vie en symbiose avec la nature. Cependant, tout comme la vie et la mort vont toujours de pair,
la symbiose implique non seulement le partage de la vie, mais aussi celui de 1a mort. Elle évoque naturellement
la violence de la vie, un aspect moins harmonieux que celui généralement imaginé. Pour étudier cet aspect,
j’analyserai le rapport entre I’humain et le loup tel qu’il apparait dans Mahigan (1968) d’Yves Thériault (1935-
1983).

« Mahigan » se traduit par « loup » en langue autochtone, et c’est également le nom du personnage principal.
Dans le récit d’Yves Thériault, les deux Mahigan, un loup et un humain, apparaissent tour a tour, comme si ces
deux étres vivants ne faisaient qu’un. Cependant, leur relation est loin d’étre idyllique; elle repose plutdt sur
une lutte pour la survie. En analysant différents aspects de cette lutte, j’examinerai comment I’homme, en tant

que partie indissociable de son environnement, est représenté dans le récit.
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Session IV

Challenges Facing Canada’s Federal Budget

Dr. Takehiko Ikegami
(Senior Specially Appointed Prof., Rikkyo University)

In the wake of the global financial crisis that began in 2008, Canada’s federal budget fell into deficit, but
a balanced budget was achieved in Fiscal Year (FY) 2014. In 2015, the Liberal Party government led by J.
Trudeau came to power and promoted measures such as climate change mitigation and increased immigration.
However, until FY 2018, the federal budget deficit remained below 1 per cent of GDP, and the federal debt-to-
GDP ratio remained stable at around 30 per cent.

With the 2020 onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal and provincial governments rolled out social
and economic support measures. This report focuses specifically on federal measures. The Trudeau
administration provided direct support and loans to citizens and businesses. These included measures to address
income losses, medical care, nursing care, childcare, increases in GST Credit and increases to public pensions.
The Bank of Canada also aimed to stimulate economic recovery through ultra-loose monetary policy, including
interest rate cuts and the purchase of federal bonds. The federal fiscal deficit as a percentage of GDP surged to
14.8% in FY 2020. Yet the deficit fell to 1.2% in FY 2022 once the various measures had ended.

As social and economic activity recovered from the COVID-19 pandemic and serious inflation emerged,
the Bank of Canada implemented monetary tightening from 2022 as part of its “Exit Strategy.” Consequently,
house prices and mortgage interest rates rose simultaneously from 2022 to 2024, exacerbating the difficulty of
accessing home ownership.

In January 2025, the second D. Trump administration took office in the United States. Its high tariffs,
pressure to increase military spending, and policies to reduce immigration are having a direct impact on Canada.
The M. Carney administration, which took office in March of the same year, is implementing the fiscal policies
outlined in the Budget 2025 announced in November of that year and the Spring Economic Outlook released in
April 2026.

First, as part of a policy aimed at reducing dependence on the US, the Carney government is providing
support to industries hit by high tariffs. In August 2025, the Major Projects Office was established to make
strategic investments in trade diversification, critical minerals, national defense, the automotive sector and
nature conservation. Second, the government is providing living support primarily for those with low and
middle incomes. For example, the GST Credit is being converted into the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit. Third, to address the housing shortage and soaring prices, the government will promote housing
construction in collaboration with provincial and local governments, centered on the Build Canada Homes
agency established in September 2025. At the same time, it will shift away from the previous policy of rapid
immigration expansion and seek to curb the intake of temporary workers, international students and permanent
immigrants.

Regarding the fiscal balance, the federal deficit stood at $36.3 billion (1.2% of GDP) in the FY 2024 and
surged to $66.9 billion (2.1% of GDP) in FY 2025. Although the deficit is decline gradually, estimates indicate
that it will still stand at $53.2 billion (1.4% of GDP) in FY 2030. The federal debt-to-GDP ratio is projected to
rise from 40.7% in FY 2024 to 41.9% in FY 2028, before turning downward. Although Canada's fiscal situation
is relatively favorable compared to other advanced countries, forthcoming changes and policies may make it
difficult to curb government debt.

References:

Government of Canada (2025) Canada Strong: Budget 2025, November 4.

Government of Canada (2026) Canada Strong for All: Spring Economic Update 2026, April 28.

Ikegami, Takehiko (2026) "'Exit Strategy' from COVID-19 Pandemic and Fiscal Reconstruction: Institutions
and Policies in the United States and Canada," in Masaaki Yokota (ed.), Fiscal Governance in Comparative
Perspective: Stability, Flexibility and Inclusiveness, Yuhikaku, pp. 173-197.
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Session IV

Multilevel Fiscal Expenditures in Canadian Immigrant Settlement Policy: A
Comparative Analysis

Miku Sekine (Assistant Prof., Teikyo University)

The purpose of this report is to analyze immigrant settlement support in Canada from a fiscal perspective,
focusing on the roles of the federal government and subnational governments (provincial governments,
municipalities, and school boards). While Canada has recently begun to restrain immigration intake, it has long
been one of the world's leading immigrant-receiving countries, admitting more than 400,000 permanent
residents annually. The fiscal investment directed toward settlement support services for immigrants takes on
a complex, multilevel structure. While the federal government's Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
(IRCC) functions as the principal funding provider, provincial governments, municipalities, and school boards
each provide complementary expenditures within the scope of their respective jurisdictions and fiscal resources.

According to census data, the total immigrant population in Canada increased from 5.44 million in 2001
to 8.36 million in 2021, with the immigrant share of the population rising from 18.4% to 23.0%. Alongside this
growth in the immigrant population, federal expenditure on settlement support has also increased: according to
federal government financial statements, IRCC's Settlement Program expenditure nearly doubled, from
approximately $600 million in fiscal year 2010 to approximately $1.1 billion in fiscal year 2024.

IRCC maintains that immigrant integration requires not a one-directional process of providing settlement
support services to immigrants, but rather a two-way process between immigrants and the receiving society.
However, IRCC does not directly provide settlement support services to immigrants or support services to the
receiving community. These services are instead delivered by Service Provider Organizations (SPOs), which
include private-sector entities such as NPOs and NGOs, as well as school boards, provincial governments, and
municipalities. Historically, the federal government has not provided a systematically organized public
immigrant settlement policy, instead focusing primarily on indirect support through funding to SPOs. In
settlement support services, a public-private partnership model predominates, in which government provides
funding while private organizations serve as the principal service providers. SPOs encompass not only
organizations that directly deliver settlement support services, but also organizations that provide indirect
services aimed at strengthening community coordination and capacity.

While the federal government leads immigration policy—for instance, by controlling the number of
immigrants admitted—it does not become involved in immigrants' settlement after their arrival. As a result, the
degree of settlement support and the availability of services vary by region. This report conducts a comparative
analysis of the fiscal expenditure structures of each level of government and examines the characteristics

observed at the provincial and municipal levels.
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Session IV

2011 HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) Referendum: The Shock of Canadian Provincial
Voter’s Rejection of the Shift from the PST/GST System to the HST

Dr. Yoshiro Hirose (Associate Prof., Tokyo Metropolitan College of Industrial Technology)

In 1991, the Canadian federal government introduced the Goods and Services Tax (GST) to replace the
Manufacture’s Sales Tax (MST) . The federal GST and provincial retail sales tax (PSTs) existed as separate

systems, with different tax bases and tax rates. Quebec, seeking among other things, to strengthen, its

interprovincial competitiveness, harmonized the Quebec Sales Tax (QST) with the federal GST. Although the

QST remained a separate system. Quebec moved to harmonize its tax base and rate structure with the federal
GST.

Subsequently, four provinces with weaker fiscal capacity were economically disadvantaged relative to
fiscally stronger provinces. From the perspective of securing revenue, they had little choice but to set relative
high PST rates, and the resulting tax-rate gap placed them at a disadvantage compared with fiscally stronger
provinces.

For this reason, the four provinces agreed to integrate the separate indirect taxes: the federal GST and the

Provincial PSTs. In April 1997, there taxes were introduced as the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) . This became

an early precedent among fiscally weaker provinces, and this precedent would later influence the harmonization
of the GST and PST even in fiscally stronger provinces.
Following the fiscally weaker provinces, Ontario introduce the HST on July 1, 2010. Ontario was also the

province with the strongest fiscal capacity, and on the same day, the fiscally strong province of British Columbia

(B.C.) followed suit and introduced the HST.

As a result, among Canada’s provinces, the four fiscally weaker provinces, together with the fiscally
stronger provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and B.C., responded to the movement toward HST harmonization.
Quebec’s QST differs in name from the HST, but because its tax base and rate structure were aligned with the
federal system, it may be equivalent to the HST. It therefore appealed that the three fiscally stronger provinces
had agreed to unify the RST and GST into the HST, and that HST unification would accelerate movement
across all provinces. However, why did B.C. after introducing the HST, end up returning from the HST to the
former PST system? This report examines the background to the HST and B.C.’s withdrawal from the

agreement.
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Symposium
Teaching Canada in Japan: Why Canada Matters and How to Do It

Dr. Ryoko Ishikawa (Associate Prof., Ritsumeikan University)

Currently, university courses in Japan featuring Canada in their titles are limited. Therefore, most members
presumably convey knowledge about Canada within their respective disciplines, such as history, politics, law,
literature, and linguistics. However, many of these classes could be taught without ever introducing Canada.
Why, then, do we still find significance in teaching Canada in Japan?

Taking this fundamental question as a starting point, this symposium provides a forum to discuss both the
philosophy and practice of teaching Canada in Japan, focusing on two central pillars:

1. Philosophy: Why teach Canada in Japan now? We will reexamine its educational value, including how
to balance Canada's distinct contemporary issues alongside comparative perspectives with other nations.

2. Practice: What materials should we use, and how do we engage students? We will share the resources,
approaches, and classroom innovations educators currently employ, including films, news media, and
original teaching materials.

This symposium aims to facilitate the sharing of insights among members who teach Canada in Japan,

providing a platform for meaningful dialogue to deepen understanding of Canadian studies and teaching
practices.
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Symposium

How Does "Canada" Emerge: Reflections from Teaching Practice at Kanda University
of International Studies

Dr. Fumiya Nagai (Lcturer, Kanda University of International Studies)

In this presentation, I consider, from the standpoint of an instructor who has taught courses on Canada,
the questions of why and how Canada can be taught, taking as my point of departure the ongoing exploration
between my own scholarly position and the task of teaching "Canada" as a broad region, and centring the
discussion on teaching practice. My research has focused chiefly on the situation surrounding the rights of
Indigenous peoples in Canada. For this reason, although I have a basic understanding of Canadian history and
current affairs, the "Canada" taken up in class inevitably becomes, in a sense, a partial Canada. Taking this
partiality as a starting point, I proceed from the understanding that knowledge of any region is always
assembled from someone's particular viewpoint, and I have made it a basic stance to rethink Canada together
with my students through the work of the classroom.

At Japanese universities, courses that feature "Canada" in their titles appear to be relatively few. At Kanda
University of International Studies, where I am based, however, several such courses are offered, including
"Introduction to Canadian Studies" and "Topics in Canadian Studies." In addition to teaching these courses, I
take up Canada-related texts in English-reading classes and supervise graduation-thesis research on Canada.
These courses are situated within the curriculum of the Department of English, which builds specialised
knowledge, including knowledge of the regions, societies, and cultures of the English-speaking world, on a
foundation of English-language proficiency. For someone engaged in education about Canada at a Japanese
university, such a situation might be called "fortunate", but at the same time, it also gives rise to an ongoing
effort and tension concerning the design of each course and of the courses as a whole.

Individual students come from different backgrounds and have varied interests. Where, then, lies the
significance of learning about Canada together with students within Japanese society? One clue can be found
among the various concepts that emerge in engaging with Canada and in the debates bound up with my own
area of specialisation, such as multiculturalism, diversity, coexistence, human rights, cross-cultural
understanding and conflicts, decolonisation, and reconciliation. These can connect with the worlds close to
each student and may also mirror back the ways in which Japanese society narrates its own multicultural and
multiethnic dimensions. Rather than as the case of a distant country, Canada might be repositioned as a
comparative lens through which to re-examine the very society in which we ourselves live.

How, then, can such an orientation be reflected in the design of individual courses? On this point, matters
such as which texts to select and how to use them, whether a course takes the form of a lecture or a seminar,
and how to incorporate active learning, among other things are ones I have continually explored, in light of
both the aims set for each course and the stance outlined above. In the presentation, I hope to share practices
of this kind, together with the experiences and challenges they involve.

Through the above, this presentation sets out my own perspective on the significance and practice of
learning about Canada in Japan, and seeks to connect it with the discussion among the other presenters on this
symposium panel as well as with the conference participants.
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Symposium

Teaching about Canada in the Social Sciences:
Media Education and Media Studies in Practice

Dr. Yoko Namita (Prof., Ritsumeikan University)

The College of Social Sciences offers a wide range of courses in which Canada serves as a useful case
study, including subjects such as politics and international relations, multiculturalism and social inclusion,
media, gender, education, and social welfare. In addition, Ritsumeikan University has established exchange
agreements with several Canadian universities, providing both long-term and short-term study abroad programs.
For most students, however, Canada is not a familiar country, either as an academic subject or as a destination
for study abroad or travel. Moreover, there are no courses explicitly devoted to Canada within the College of
Social Sciences.

Against this backdrop, this presentation introduces how Canadian content has been incorporated into
various courses and learning activities. This presentation covers four courses, which are broken down into three
categories, all situated at the intersection of media studies and education: (1) two lecture courses, titled “Media
Literacy” and “Children and Media”; (2) seminar courses for third- and fourth-year students; and (3) an
English-medium minor course, titled “Media & Society.” While the first three courses are taught in Japanese,
“Media & Society” is conducted in English. In addition, the lecture courses typically enroll between 100 and
250 students, whereas the seminar and English-medium courses are offered in a small-group format.

In the lecture courses and in “Media & Society,” Canadian examples are incorporated on a regular basis
into topics such as media education, particularly the teaching of media literacy in schools, representations of
gender and ethnicity in the media, initiatives to promote diversity in media production, and cases of
cyberbullying together with the legal and educational measures developed to address them. In the seminar
course, a guest lecture by Destination Canada served as the catalyst for a series of student projects conducted
between 2024 and 2025. These included a group research project analyzing representations of Canada in
Japanese media, a field trip to the Canada Pavilion at Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan, and a social media
project in which students created content promoting Canada to younger generations in collaboration with
Destination Canada’s social media initiatives.

For students who have had little prior engagement with Canada, stereotypical images repeatedly
reproduced in Japanese media—such as a cold climate, Niagara Falls, and maple syrup—remain influential.
This presentation examines how to look beyond such simple stereotypes and how Canada can be positioned as
a lens through which to explore social issues including multiculturalism, media and diversity, and media
education. It also considers the educational significance of teaching about Canada in the social sciences,
particularly in comparison with the United States and the United Kingdom, which are more commonly used as
reference points in the classroom. Finally, drawing on these teaching experiences, this presentation discusses
how students develop new perspectives on society and media through engagement with Canada in contexts

where opportunities for specialized study of Canada are limited.
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Symposium

Canada, Japan, and the World for Climate Justice Now!: Reflections from teaching at
Kwansei Gakuin University's School of International Studies

Janette McIntosh (Fellow, Kwansei Gakuin University)

It is another summer of predicted high temperatures combined with a strong El Nifio event this year to last
into the fall. Heatwaves, floods, droughts, hurricanes, and wildfires are damaging natural habitats, crops,
hunting and fishing yields, and living conditions around the globe. As a Canadian citizen, having lived and
worked in Japan, specializing in Environmental Health, Eco-Theology, and Climate Justice, I welcome this
opportunity to present on the topic “Teaching Canada in Japan: Why Canada Matters and How to Do It.” This
presentation will focus on the rationale for introducing some Canadian context in Japan, and the resources and
methods used for teaching climate justice to university students in Japan': with some observed challenges to
share, followed by discussion.

Why teach Canada? Why Now? — Three main reasons, plus one

1. Anintroduction to climate change science, a population health perspective, and a solution-based approach
including climate change policies, mitigation and adaptation strategies enable students to engage with some
personal, national, and global comparisons. For example, Canada and Japan are among the 18 countries
which have signed the Climate Emergency Declaration recognized at national parliamentary levels since
May of 2019. How do our government policies and actions reflect this?

(https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/)

2. Climate justice requires human rights and equity lenses. Canada’s commitment to reconciliation and

Indigenous right-relationship is highlighted. However, being a signatory of the United Declaration the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is not enough. Work for enactment continues especially in the
areas of land use, development, and resource extraction which impacts Indigenous communities, their
livelihood and environment. Students can expand their learning from Canada to Japan and other countries
for comparisons.

3. The diversity of ethnicities, languages, and cultures, are well-recognized and celebrated in Canada. With
migration and immigration on the rise in Japan and in other countries, this gives an opportunity to examine
the past, present, and future of Canadian policies and other countries for going forward.

Plus, 2028 marks the centennial of Japan-Canada bilateral relations. The six shared priorities in the Canada-

Japan Comprehensive Strategic Roadmap are worth noting for strategic planning purposes.

(https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/backgrounders/2026/03/06/canada-japan-comprehensive-strategic-roadmap)

How to engage students on the topic of climate justice? Encourage curiosity and interest, with care.

The resources and methodology for teaching climate justice changes from year to year to best introduce
the most recent research and reported changing environment and climate change mitigation strategies amidst
changing political and economic influences. Specifically, a range of academic references, reports from the
Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), various United Nations publications and events such as
the UN Conference of the Parities (COP), the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UNDRIP, and some on-
line tools are utilized. Students are given individual and group assignments including a research paper or
presentation plus a few journalling tasks in response to guest lecturers for Q&A and follow-up discussions.

I This course is taught in English. Registered students are mixed almost 50/50 with Japanese students and full-time
international students (short and longer term).
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